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TRANSATLANTIC CONNECTIONS
Arthur Howes and the Hammarberg firm

Photo from article in the newspaper Bohusläningen.
On July 17, 1963, the American organ professor Arthur Howes made a 

study trip with a group of 16 participants to Morlanda, Sweden. They had 
an ambitious program organised by Samuel Nygren, church musician 

at Fröderyd. They landed on the airfield at Torslanda outside Göteborg 
and visited the Hammarberg organs at Sävedalen (1962) and Härlanda 

(1960). In the afternoon they visited the Hammarberg workshop and 
listened to a lecture on historical Swedish organs by Harry Moberg. In the 
evening they listened to a concert at Hagens Kapell (now called Älvsborg’s 

church) which also had a then-new Hammarberg organ (1959).
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Dear Friends,

I hope you had a restful and enjoyable holiday 
season, and a good beginning of the new year. 
Sunday, January 22, GIOA started the spring 
semester with a live-streamed recital from  
Örgryte New Church played by its organist  
Erland Hildén. Erland celebrated his 25th  
anniversary as organist in Örgryte with a festive 
and varied program, including a few of his own 
works, played for a large and enthusiastic  
audience. Ever since the inauguration of the 
North German baroque organ in 2000, Erland 
has been an ambassador for this instrument  
(as well as the Henry Willis organ of 1871) and 
a model for his colleagues. He always prepares 
his services very well; composes solo works and 
works for organ, choir and orchestra for these  
instruments; organizes ambitious concert series; 
creates new recitals formats like “organ music 
and massage”; and teaches young  
organists. Moreover, Erland and the  
congregation of Örgryte have been an active, 
stable, and supportive partner for the Academy 
of Music and Drama at the University of  

Gothenburg, as well as the Göteborg  
International Organ Academy. We cordially 
congratulate Erland on his achievement and look 
forward to another 25 years of creative organ 
activities and collaboration.

The SONORA project is progressing according 
to plan and recently surpassed 50,000 images, an 
impressive number of scanned documents that 
will  gradually be implemented in the database 
during the coming months. As this project enters 
its final year, its focus will be cataloging and 
implementing all digitized documents and,  
finally, in collaboration with GRIDh 
(Gothenburg Research Infrastructure in Digital 
Humanities) creating a suitable interface for the 
database. Nevertheless, the research crew  
continues to trip over surprising discoveries 
scanning through the Moberg brothers’ archive. 
Please read in this issue Fredrik Tobin-Dodd´s 
article about organ building contacts between 
the USA and Sweden in the 1960s, a study trip 
by the American organist Arthur Howes from 
Baltimore to Sweden and the Gothenburg organ 
builder Nils Hammarberg. 

In this Newsletter, we also share some news 
about our organ activities in West Sweden. In 
January 2022, GIOA received a three-year grant 
from the cultural council of West Sweden for a 
project named the West Sweden Organ Vision 
(WSOV), which aims at developing 
collaboration between a network of places with 
important instruments and living organ culture. 
Lars Storm, the project leader of OVW reports 
from the activities of the first year. You can also 
read about a creative and innovative project 
presenting the Goldberg variations to young 
players, listeners and new audiences. It has been 
developed by Andreas Edlund and Jon Liinason 
as a performance and pedagogy project that 
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ultimately should visit all the 49 municipalities 
of West Sweden, connecting people and creating 
the West Sweden Variations for each of the 
municipalities – a fascinating and successful 
project.

Finally, let me mention that we are working hard 
to develop the program for the Göteborg  
International Organ Festival 2023,  
October 11-22, with its theme ECHOES in 
music, history, culture and society. The festival 
will celebrate the 400th anniversary of Göteborg, 
the anniversaries of William Byrd, Max Reger 
and György Ligeti and the first female cathedral 
organist in the Western hemisphere, Elfrida 
André. A fantastic ensemble of international 
organists, scholars, builders and artists will join 
us for a twelve-day organ feast, including the 
Gothenburg Youth Organ Festival. Save the 
dates! More about the program in the March 
issue of the Newsletter. 

Music brings us together. ECHOES and sounds 
of organs created centuries ago, bring hope and 
inspiration for sustainability, development, 
human rights and peace to the international 
society in times of challenge and political  
instability.  The image and metaphor of 
Athanasius Kircher, presenting the world and 
its creation as a Cosmic Organ, a “Welt-Orgel”, 
continues to inspire and transcends a vision of a 
harmonious and balanced world. I wish you a lot 
of success with your work for the organ art, and I 
wish that you will experience and share  
wonderful music, events and organ culture in 
collaboration with people of all ages, and all 
around the globe. 

Hans Davidsson
Artistic Director

Göteborg International Organ Academy

w

Photo: Jon Liinason.
Erland Hildén celebrated his 25th  

anniversary as organist in Örgryte with a festive 
and varied program, including a few of his own 

works, played for a large and
enthusiastic audience.

See the concert in full at:

tinyurl.com/erlandhilden
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TRANSATLANTIC CONNECTIONS
Arthur Howes and the Hammarberg firm

Since the creation of the Göteborg Organ Art 
Center in the early 1990s, American organists, 
scholars, and organ builders have contributed 
greatly to the organ culture of our city. A 
seminal event in establishing the unique 
collection of organs in Göteborg was the arrival 
of the John Brombaugh organ in Haga Church, 
said to be the first US pipe organ installed in 
Europe since the 1930s. Transatlantic contacts 
between the US and Göteborg, however, go 
further back than that. During SONORA’s 
ongoing digitization of the archive of the 
Moberg brothers (see previous issues of this 
newsletter), we recently came across a folder 
that said “Hammarberg. Amerikabesök 1963” 

(“Hammarberg. America visit 1963”). In it were 
materials documenting a study trip to Europe by 
an American group led by Arthur Howes (1907-
1989), professor of organ at the Peabody 
Conservatory in Baltimore and a champion 
of the organ reform movement. For a number 
of years, he arranged study trips to Europe to 
see and play both old and new organs. In June 
of 1963, he had travelled Europe and played 
recitals in Malmö, Helsingborg, Hamburg and 
Fröderyd. The latter church had an organ built 
by Hammarberg in 1955, and according to an 
article in Svenska Dagbladet (May 3, 1964) it 
was the reason for Howes’ interest in the 
Hammarberg firm.

Parts of the group by the bridge to the island Tjörn (constructed 1960).
From right to left: Edith Ho, Arthur Howes, Sven-Eric Johanson, Nils Hammarberg,

Patricia Handy, Samuel Nygren, unknown.
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Specification of the 1955 Hammarberg
organ in Fröderyd

Dinner at the Hammarberg residence?
From right to left: Anne Howes, Arthus Howes, John Pfeil,

Samuel Nygren, Daga Hammarberg, Märta Moberg.
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Article in the newspaper Bohusläningen about the visit to Morlanda.
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On July 17, 1963, Howes returned to Sweden, 
this time for a study trip with a group of 16 
participants. They had an ambitious program 
organised by Samuel Nygren, church musician 
at Fröderyd.  They landed on the airfield at 
Torslanda outside Göteborg and visited the 
Hammarberg organs at Sävedalen (1962) and 
Härlanda (1960). In the afternoon they visited 
the Hammarberg workshop and listened to a 
lecture on historical Swedish organs by Harry 
Moberg. In the evening they listened to a 
concert at Hagens Kapell (now called Älvsborg’s 
church) which also had a then-new 
Hammarberg organ (1959).

The following day, July 18, the group made their 
way to Morlanda church. There they played the 
Brebus/Wittig organ (1604/1715), which had 
undergone a restoration by the  
Hammarberg firm in 1952. In the evening they 
visited Stenkyrka church where Hammarberg 
had installed an organ in 1962, in part using 
historical pipes. The next day they left Göteborg 
and headed south, visiting the Hammarberg 
organs at Tvååker (1963) and S:t Nikolai, 
Halmstad (1958). Finally they visited 
Helsingborg and Malmö (to see the Genarp 
organ at Malmö museum) before flying out 
from Malmö on July 20.

Following the trip, the Hammarberg firm built 
several organs for the US, becoming the first 
Swedish organ builder to ever export an 
instrument across the Atlantic. Two small 
practice organs were built for the Peabody 
Conservatory in Baltimore and a 15-stop two 
manual tracker organ was built for the New 
England Conservatory in Boston. The 
connection to Peabody is obvious, Arthur 
Howes was the organ professor there, but the 
order for Boston less so. Maybe Howes were 
asked to recommend a European organ builder, 
or did someone else on the trip have 
connections there? Perhaps one of our readers 
knows the answer to these questions? 

– Fredrik Tobin-Dodd

Article in the newspaper Svenska Dagbladet about 
the US order of a Hammarberg organ, presumably 

the one currently at the
New England Conservatory.
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Through development support from the 
Region Västra Götaland, the West Sweden 
Organ Vision project was created in 2019. The 
project aims to establish FGIOA’s activities in 
the region and to awaken interest in the organ 
art among the residents. An important part of 
the project’s infrastructure is the network of 
communities and parishes which regularly host 
the various events carried out during the project 
period.

The initial three-year project culminated in 
2021 with a marathon concert between October 
23-24, which was carried out at the initiative of 
the Gothenburg Symphony Orchestra during 
the Göteborg International Organ Festival. All 
of the region’s municipalities were represented 
through 49 visiting organists who played the 
newly built organ in Gothenburg Concert Hall.

WEST SWEDEN ORGAN VISION 2023
Towards a deeper understanding of the region’s exciting organ landscape

Two of the participants in the Concert Hall’s organ marathon are 10-year-old Gustav Hagstedt from 
Hisingen and 68-year-old Stein Markman from Tanum.

Photo: Ola Kjelbye / Göteborgs-Posten
Read full news article: tinyurl.com/orgelmaraton 

For the years 2022-2024, FGIOA has received 
additional funding from the cultural board 
of Region Västra Götaland to further develop 
Organ Vision Väst. Here follows a brief account 
of some of the activities planned for the current 
year.

Göteborg International Organ Festival will be 
held October 11-22 with an extensive program 
revolving around the theme ECHOES. For the 
festival’s younger participants, this year’s Youth 
Organ Festival will take place partly on the 
island of Tjörn, with Valla Church as its home 
base. In addition, five days of organ events are 
planned in Alingsås, which will further 
strengthen the regional character of the whole 
festival.
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In 2022, FGIOA established an educational 
initiative to highlight the organ art in the 
region and deepen the competence around it. 
The project is a collaboration with Ljungskile 
Community College and our regional partner 
communities. In connection with this, a number 
of ‘Inspiration Days’ are to be organised where 
organists and the public are given the 
opportunity to immerse themselves in topics 
related to performance practice, contextuality, 
gender, etc.

In 2023, the final part of an extensive organ 
inventory in the Diocese of Gothenburg will be 
completed. Previously, the organs of the Skara 
and Karlstad dioceses have been documented, 
which means that by the end of this year, all 
organs in Västra Götaland (approx. 1000 organs) 
will be documented and searchable in the data-
base, which can be accessed from the websites 
both of FGIOA and of the different dioceses.

Last year a number of short videos were 
published on the Organ Academy YouTube 
channel in which Jan H. Börjesson introduces 
some of the region’s most interesting historical 
organs combined with improvisations by Sietze 
de Vries as exploration and presentation of the 
sounds and capabilities of the instruments. In 
2023, we will continue with Organ Hunting in 
Västra Götaland and publish material about 5 
more instruments.

As a follow-up to the successful marathon 
concerts in Gothenburg Concert Hall (organ 
marathon 2021 and choir singing marathon 
2022), the project The West Sweden 
Variations has been running through 2021-2022. 
Andreas Edlund and Jon Liinason have visited 
the region’s municipalities to explore the 
Goldberg Variations together with young 
keyboard players. FGIOA will apply to extend 
the project in 2023. You can read more about 
this project in this Newsletter.

The strategic long-term work of establishing 
a European organ art network by applying for 
funds from the EU within the Creative Europe 
programme continues. Representatives from 
Sweden, the Netherlands, Belgium, Slovenia and 
Italy are preparing to submit a revised 
application in February 2023.

The goal of the West Sweden Organ Vision is to 
create, through its activities and the 
competences of those involved, a deeper 
understanding of the region’s exciting organ 
landscape and give people of all ages musical 
experiences at a high artistic level –
”Organ for all without borders”.

– Lars Storm

Participants at
”The Voice of the Organ

– Music and Meaning in North European Culture
A symposium within the

Göteborg International Organ Festival 2022”
Saturday, October 22, 2022, 08:45–16:00

Jonsereds Herrgård.
Photo: Jon Liinason
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The West Sweden Variations is a project that 
seeks to promote the heritage of classical music 
in the Västra Götaland region of Sweden. This 
project is being carried out by renowned 
musician Andreas Edlund and audience 
developer Jon Liinason, who are traveling to 
all 49 municipalities in West Sweden with the 
objective of building a Do-organ, improvising 
with local youth, and performing J. S. Bach’s 
Goldberg Variations.

Throughout their journey, the duo is working 
to create a strong network of musicians from all 
over the Västra Götaland region, breaking down 
barriers and elevating young musicians in the 
process. The six-hour musical experience begins 
with a Do-organ workshop conducted by Jon, 
where local youth are introduced to historical 
keyboard culture. Then, Andreas works with the 
young musicians improvising variations on the 
Goldberg bass using the harpsichord and local 
instruments. 

The above improvisation with the young 
musicians gradually leads to the grand finale of 

THE WEST SWEDEN VARIATIONS
Promoting knowledge exchange between the young and the experienced

Andreas Edlund (right), coaching Elias, seated at Andreas’ two manual harpsichord,
built by Akira Kubota (1999) after Colmar Ruckers 1624. Photo: Jon Liinason.

each visit, which is a complete performance of 
J. S. Bach’s Goldberg Variations by Andreas on 
the harpsichord and other keyboard 
instruments available, including the organ(s) of 
the church. The project also aims to make the 
congregations aware of their organ instruments, 
encouraging them and the young musicians 
to play these instruments, and to explain how 
they relate to the DO-organ in construction and 
function. This interactive concert is meant to 
educate and engage the audience, with Andreas 
serving as a guide, switching between different 
instruments, and stopping every now and then 
to explain the work and talk about the instru-
ments.

The project is all about exploring new concert 
formats, encouraging audience participation, 
and creating opportunities for trial and error in 
a friendly environment. The project is funded 
by the Västra Götaland region, so the visit by 
Andreas and Jon is completely free for the 
collaborating parties. The public events have 
been well received, and the project is now back 
up and running after the pandemic.
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However, the progress of the project has been 
slower than expected due to the intense program 
and the amount of work required to explain the 
project to potential collaboration hosts. When 
the project is completed, the plan is to gather 
all participants in Gothenburg at Örgryte New 
Church for a joint full-day marathon music 
making session. So far, Andreas and Jon have 
visited the municipalities of Göteborg, Öckerö, 
Mark, Partille, Mariestad, Alingsås, Bengtsfors, 
Ale, Kungälv, and Vårgårda. Keep an eye out for 
their visit to your municipality!

This project is documented by Jon, who films 
and records each performance, making sure 
that the legacy of the West Sweden Variations is 
recorded and preserved for future generations to 
enjoy. The goal of this project is to contribute to 
the classical music heritage in the region, 
promote knowledge exchange between the 
young and experienced, and bring different 
themes and variations of music, instruments, 
and people together.

– Jon Liinason

Participating youth take turns treading the bellows of the Pehr Schiörlin organ (1783)
at Partille church for Andreas Edlund, who is playing. Photo: Jon Liinason.

More info at: 
tinyurl.com/west-sweden-variations

Photos: Jon Liinason
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The GIOA Newsletter is published in two versions: as a limited paper edition and as PDF.
Please join us by subscribing to the Newsletter at www.organacademy.se/gioa-newsletter

Andreas Edlund giving an encore at Laxarby church,
as part of the project the West Sweden Variations.

Photo: Jon Liinason

THE WEST SWEDEN VARIATIONS
Bringing different themes and variations of music, 
instruments, and people together.


